The article deals with the origin and the matter of reflecting the "Siberia" concept in the texts of Russian literature, which has resulted in the creation of a "strong" literary image of Siberia.
In the perception of the representatives of "other" cultures, Russia is traditionally associated with such key concepts as "vast territory", "multinational", "multilingualism" and "multiculturalism". Conceptual heterogeneity is a direct consequence of the fact that different Russian territories have geographical, historical and cultural peculiarities. Siberia occupies a special place among the territories of Russia.
The etymology of the toponym "Siberia" is unclear (Turkic, Mongol or Tatar) . It was first mentioned in the chronicles of the 12 th -13 th centuries (Pospelov, 2001) . In 1821, the Decembrist K.F. Ryleev wrote in his ballad "The Death of Ermak" (the verse part of which has later become the folk song "The storm was roaring"): "The word Siberia now means an immeasurable space from the Ural mountain range to the shores of the Eastern Ocean. In the old days, the Siberian kingdom was the name of a small Tatar property, with its capital Isker on the Irtysh River, a tributary of the Ob" (Ryleev, 2013: 207) . Currently, the lexical unit "Siberia" has several meanings: the northern part of Asia; a vast geographical area of the north-eastern (Iniutina, 2015) . The "strength" of the concept "Siberia" in the cultural space of Russia creates numerous cultural stereotypes and results in the regular reflection of this concept in literary texts.
This fact suggests the presence of a complex of Siberian mythologems associated with this concept, and the literary image of Siberia (Tiupa, 2002, Ertner) . (Lotman, 1994: 113) . A striking image Siberia-prison for Vietnamese (1990 ), Frisian (1989 , Breton (1998) and Chinese (1982 Chinese ( , 1985 Chinese ( , 1995 Chinese ( , 1997 languages as well as into the languages of the peoples of the former Soviet Union -Turkmen (1979), Armenian (1979) , Kyrgyz (1980 Kyrgyz ( , 1985 , Latvian Kazakh (1985 Kazakh ( , 1988 , Ukrainian (1986 , 1987 , 1990 ), Belarussian (1992 .
Therefore , 
